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THE FIVE ROYAL PATRONS AND THREE

MAITREYA IMAGES IN BASGO
by : '
Lozang Jamspal '

606 W. 116th Street,
New York, N.N.10027, U.5. A,

Summary
- 'Three Maitreya images. and their temples were constructed in
the sacred Basgo valley of Ladakh by the Kings Takpa Bumde,
Tshewang Namgyal, Jamyang Namgyal & his Queen Khatun - the
Balti Princess, and King Sengge Namgyal in the period 1450-1650
C.E. Although in neglected condition, the extraordiparily beautiful
images and mural paintings within the temples are still visible and are
very important from cultural and artistic viewpoints. The temples and
their contents are in immediate need of preservation to protect them
from collapse due to erosion. The author earnestly asks for patrons to
help in this restoration project. L
The author clarifies and corrects the statements of previous
Western and Ladakhi scholars on the chronology of the construction
and patronage of these temples, and the reigns and lifetimes of the five

main patrons. Two appendices are based on incidents in the life of
_one patron and a Basgo hero.  See also p.139-156
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